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Syriac Melkites (Chalcedonians), the Syriac Maronites and the
West Syriac (Jacobites). Throughout his Commentary, Moshe bar
Kepha avoids the controversial watchwords of christology, such as
one or two Nature (8), one or two Hypostasis (-es), one or two
Will(s) ..etc. In fact, on many topics, Moshe bar Kepha resorts
to “divine mystery” and “incomprehensibility of the Word of
God” in order to create harmony among diverse Christians.
Additionally, Moshe bar Kepha employs the term “heretics” to
refer either to ancient, non-canonical, Christian teaching which had
mostly ceased to exist, or to Muslims by way of responcing to their
objections to the Christian teaching. However, he criticizes the
extremists among the Syriac traditions by refuting them from the
mainstream of their own tradition. By following this strategy, MbK
aims at presenting an easy, accessible, acceptable Christian
teaching for the instruction of the Christian communities. At the
same time, he aims at defending the Christian teaching before the
Muslims.

The last presentation was for John Lamoreaux, who
examined the unpublished manuscript on the life of John of Edessa.
Relating the life of John of Edessa in the historical context of
Harun al-Rashid (8" century), Lamoreaux stressed the significance
of the Syriac Hagmgraphy as a religious and social source for
better understanding of the history.

After three days of intellectual gathermg, NAFS ended its
annual conference. The conference shows more concern in the
Syriac Studies than before. It was announced that next conference
will be at Oxford, England.
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3:55-4:15 "The Dialogue of John of Edessa and Phineas the Jew,”
by John C. Lamoreaux, Duke University.

. Susan Myers discussed the characteristics of a Syriac
Christian tradition based on the legacy of the book of Acts of
Thomas. Although her topic was limited to the process of
receiving new members to the community, she shed light on the
re\}ered values and commitments of its members. This Syriac
tradition, she argued, has its theological and liturgical uniqueness,
but it was unable tofsurwve

i Paul Russell discussed Ephrem’s understanding of the
nature and the use of language in Theology. He details Ephrem’s
ideas about the role of meditation in the theological and
chr1stolog1c al enterprise. Based on Ephrem’s Sermons On Faith
and Hymns On Faith, Russell demonstrated the significance of the
language of silence when the discussion is about the essence of
God. According to Ephrem: the language of God is silence, thus
only through silence could one communicate Him. The speaking,
however, i necessary for proclaiming God’s activities in the world.
Among many quotations, Russell also cited Ephrem:

“'We will use silence and speaking.
Our speaking will be like the daytime
and our silence will be like the night
so that both the hearing and the tongue may seek rest.

AlbdulMassih Saadi demonstrated the “ecumenical,”
nonpartisan. Syriac theology in the ninth century through the
writing of Moshe bar Kepha. Saadi discussed the historical, social,
political and religious policies of the Abbasid Empire brought by
the tenth Caliph al-Mutawakkel, within which Moshe bar Kepha
wrote his Commentary on the Gospel of Luke in a nonpartisan,
theological approach, especially the christology.

| Moshe bar Kepha s writing strategy, Saadi argued, was
charactermed by his even-handed treatment of the theology of
various Syriac tr.a;du:i;ons namely, the East Syriac (Nestorians), the
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NAPS dedicates a Session for Syfi_ac Christianity

The readers of KARMO may be interested to know that
Syriac Studies play an important role in many scholarly conferences
of various fields. It has been customary for the North American
Patristic Society (NAPS) to include a special session for Syriac
Studies 1n its Annual scholarly gathering at Loyola University in
Chicago, Illinois.

In 1ts recent conference, on May 28-30, and among many
relevant topics related to Syriac Studies, NAPS specified a long
session for Syriac Christianity. The session was direct=d by Prof.
Joseph P. Amar, who teaches the Syriac language and literature at
the University of Notre Dame at Indiana. The titles of the papers
“and their authors are as following:

1:30-1:55 “Come, hidden Mother’s: Initiatory Spirit Ephicleses in
Syriac-Speaking Christianity (Acts of Thomas)” by Susan Meyers,
University of Notre Dame.,

1:55-2:20 “Ephraem the Syrian on the Utiﬁty of Language and the
Place of Silence,” by Paul S. Russeil, Chevy Chase, MD

2:20-2:45 “Hellenism in the East: Evidence of Greek Philosophical
Concepts in the Writings of Ephrem the Syrlan ” by Ute Possekel,
Woburn, MA :

2:45-3:00 Break

3:00-3:25 “The Image and Glory of God in Jacob of Serug’s
Homily ‘On the Chariot that Ezekiel Saw’: Some Reflections ona
‘Monophysite Christology’,” by Hleromonk Dr. Alexander
Golitzin, Marquete University

3:25-3:55 “The Commentary of Moshe bar Kepha on the Gospel
of Luke: The Search for Nonpartisan Theological Formation,” by
AbdulMassih Saadi, Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago
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Cultural News From Lebanon

Establishraent of “The Council for the Syriac Language” in
Lebanon

~al-Deyar Lebanese Newspaper published the news of the
establishment of “Council for the Syriac Language,” on 23 March,
1998. Dr. Immad Sham’um, the president of the Syriac Cultural
Front, initiated this institution. On 19 March, the council convened
its first meeting with the following members present: bishop Bulos
Mattar, bishop George Saliba, bishop Yusef Tumas, bishop Narsai
De Baz, bishop Antun Hayek, and Rev. Dr. Salim Sahyuni.

- In their speeches, the members of the Council agreed on the
ultimate significance of this institution for the realization of its
goals. At the end, Dr. Immad Sham'un enumerated the primary
goals for which the Councﬂ will work:

1 Making an accurate census of all the Syriac manuscripts
scattered around the world for editing, and then translation;
additionally, creating a Cultural Museum where these
precious manuscripts will be displayed.

2 Collecting the studies about the development of the Syriac
language and as a research team conduct further research

; Creating a new Syriac vocabulary that matches with the
contemporary scholarly life.

4 Purify the Syriac language from unnecessarily foreign words

5 Stendlerizing the Syriac dialect

6 Developing and simplifying the Syriac Grammar for
teaching

7 Prepzring qualified teachers for the Syriac language, and
offer to teach the Ianguage for free in all Christian Schools

in Lebanon

]

Congratulaiion is due for all the lovers of the Syriac Language
at Home and abroad.
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his admire of the faith and missions of the Syriac people in the past
who spread the Gospel throughout all the East up to China, and said:
“I challenge you in the name of your faithful ancestors to carry on that
mission.” Followed by Rev. Alfried, who showed that wvitality of the
Christian message as “witness and martyrdom” everywhere. Rev.
Shleemon, afterwards, shared his experience of Christ’s message in
the middle East. |

After the Mass, everybody went to the banquet of “fasting
food” offered by the courtesy of Dr. Walid Hindo, the president of
Northbook Institute for Research and Development, and the honorary
president of Mar Ephrem Institute for Syriac-Studies. And during the
banquet, several speeches and statements were delivered.

And on behalf of Mar Ephrem Institute of Syriac Studies,
Assyrian Academic Society, and Assyrian Council of Illinois a
common statement was delivered. It reads: “Gathering around the
value of Witness/ Martyrdom as one people, sharing a common
history of joy and pain, and being destined to share the same fate (not
necessarily a prosperous one), we have come to express our intention
to restore and continue this essential value of Christ’s message, and
the greatest legacy of our ancestors, i.e., Witness/ Martyrdom (S + S);
we have also come to express our authentic unity based on Witness/
Martyrdom, which signals a transformation from unity based on
institutional relations to a unity based on our common faith and belief
in the Truth.” Finally, Pieer Shmmon recited a nice poem, and it is
published in this Journal.
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A Crowidied Celebration of the Holy Mass dedicated to the
Christian Martyrs of the East

The witness and martyrdom, the martyr and the witness are
identical, inseparable in the sense and the syntax of our Syriac
language. In this sense, his eminence Mar Ephrem Younan preached
about the Christian martyrs and martyrdom. Likewise, all the other
priests and delegations stress the deep meaning and the implication of
witness and martyrdom in the Christian life.

~ In Sunday, the 29" of March, and in the chain of the Syriac
Maronite Church, Our:Lady of Lebanon, the Syriac Catholic Mission
celebrated the holy Mass dedicated for the Christian Martyrs of the
East. And a great crowd -both clergy and laity- who believe in the
oneness of the church, attended the mass. Among the participants,
there were representatives of many churches and many cultural, social
and national institytions.

- His eminence, bishop Ephrem, of the Syriac Catholic Church
presided the holy Mass assisted by Rev. Mansur Matush of the Syriac
Catholic, and Rev. Victor Kirus of the Syriac Maronite. Among the
participants, there were Rev. Shleemon Heseqial of the Assyrian
Church of the East, Rev. Ephram Athneim, Rev. Randy Speir of the
Aramaic Bible Translation, Rev. Alfred Abrahem of the Assyrian
Evangelical Church. And among the laity, Sargon Lewie, representing
both the Assyrian American National Federation and the Chaldean
Federation of America, Shiba Mando, representing the Assyrian
Council of [liinois, and Nadia Joseph, representing the Assyrian
Academic Society.

" At the end the Mass, his eminence delivered a spiritual
message, stressing the essential value of martyrdom in the daily
Christian life;, everywhere and every time, at the luxury or stress (at
the lavish circumstances or savge one), in the East or the West, in the
past, present and fiture. His message well received by all the
audience, sorne of whom repeated and quoted him when followed him
on the bema and dehvered their messages.

Following the bishop Ephrem, Rev. Randy Spier, being not
Synac he delivered his message first in Syriac (Chaldean), expressing
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In this series of papers, we will publish a few texts of the
Arabic, biblical passages which are dated from the 8" century on.
In doing so, we will re-introduce an aspect of the Syriac literature
in the Arabic language which became obliterated. What is
attractive in most Arabic translation its similarity to the Arabic
style of the Quran. The more significant question, however, is
whether the biblical, Arabic translation followed the style of the

Quran, or the Quran followed the style of the biblical Arabic
translation?

The Translation of Abdisho” of Sawba"

Because "Abdisho’ of Sawba is a known scholar by all the
Syriac churches, we will first publish a-biblical passage of his
translation from the Syriac language into Arabic. ‘Abdisho’ was
the bishop of Baarbaya in 1285 and then of Nisibis and Armenia in
1290 for the Syriac church of the East. .Abdisho® cf Sawba (d.
1318) is one of the greatest scholar in the history of the Syriac
literature.  Abdisho’ wrote a number of books, among which
Catalogus Auctorum, Commentary on the Old and New
Testaments, Kethobha Katholikos on the marvellous dispensation
or life of our Lord on earth, Kethabha Skolastikos against all the
heresies, the book of the mysteries of the Greek philosophers, and
the ecclesiastical decisions and canon, an Arabic work with the
title Shah-marwarid or “the King-Pearl.. etc. Abdisho” was among
the last prolific Syriac scholars, and following him has been a
steady decline in Syriac scholarship.

13 Since the significance of Abdisho’s translation rests on its
similarity with the Arabic style of the Quran, there is ro point to
translate it into English. Please read and « compare the text in the
Arabic version.

62



the existence of Arabic translation of the Gospel of John in the
seventh certury.’ Additionally, Arthur Voobus investigated many
Arabic and Syriac manuscripts of biblical materials, and came to a
similar conclusion."

~ The Arabic translation of the Bible abounds after Islam in
Mesopotamia. The Syriac Chronicle known as The Anonymous
which was completed in the year 819, and both Michael the Syrian
(d. 1199) ard Bar Hebraeus (d. 1286) related the story of the Amir
Umayr ben Saad al-Ansari summing the Syriac Patriarch John of
Sedreh (d. 648) and asking him to translate the Bible into Arabic
but on the condition that he omit the expression of “the Son of
God” applied to Christ." The Patriarch responded that “even if the
arrows of vour camp would tear me apart, I would not omit any
word from the Gospel of God.” As a result, Umayr recanted his
demand, saying: “go, and translate as you wish.”"

d Alfred Guilaume, “The Version of the Gospels Used in Medina
circa 700 A.D.,” Al-Andalus 15 (1950) 289-296.

0 Arthur Voobus, Early Versions of the New Testament,
Manuscript Studies: Oriental Texts and Facsimile Plates of Syriac,
Armenian, Georgian, Coptic, Ethiopic and Arabic Manuscripts
(Stockholm: PETSE, 1954) 274-276.

' Chronicon Anonymum ad Domini 819 (ed. Chabot; CSCO, Syri
Ser. 1, 14; Paris: 1920); Chronique de Michel Le Syrien (4 Vols.;
ed. J.-B.Chabot; Paris: Culture et Civilisation, 1899, 1905, 1963)
1V, 421-422 (text), II, 431-432 (tr.); Bar Hebraeus, Chronicon
Ecclesiasticum (Vol. 1; B. Abbeloos and T. Lamy; Paris: 1877)

275!

12 For detail on the stciry and the first Syriac, Christian document
relates religious debates between Christians and Mhaggraye
(Muslims), see AbdulMassih Saadi, “The Letter of John of Sedreh:
A New Perspective on Nascent Islam,” Journal of The Assyrian
Academic Society (11.1 (1997) 68-84.
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Christian in pre-Islamic era, and he used to write the Arabic Book,
and he used to write the Gospel in Arabic as much as God
designated for him.”” Furthermore, the Arab historians related that
Umayyeh ben Abi al-Silt “used to read the Scripture.”

Many scholars have studied the subject and reached to a
similar conclusion. Among the Eastern scholars, Lewis Chikho
compiled many evidence of Arabic blbhca; passages before Islam,
and argued that “an Arabic translation must have been made before
Islam.” Al-Magdasi made similar argument and affirmed the
existence of the Arabic translation.® Furthermore, Jawad Ali, in his
voluminous writings, stressed the possibility of the Arabic
translation of the Bible.’ |

Among the Western scholars, Baumastark published a
series of articles to prove for certainty the existence of Arabic
Bible before Islam. George Graf, on the other hand, argued that all
the Arabic, biblical passages that are available dated after Islam;
however, he contended that a partial or complete: translation into
Arabic must have been done before Isim.! Alfred Guillaume
examined the Biography of Muhammad written by Ibn Ishaq g
century) and concluded that passages from the Biography revealed

——

3 J. Ali, 680.
“J. Ali, 680.

s Lewis Chikho, Al-Nesranieh wa-Adabeha baen Arab al-Jahilieh
(Beirut: 1923) 20-22; 295-300; 304-306; 313-322.

¢ AbdulMassih al-Magqdasi, “the translation of the Holy Books into
Arabic,” al-Machrig 31 (1933) 1-12. :

7J. Ali, 6.689.

® George Graf, Geschichte der Chrzsthchen Arabischer Literatur, 1
(Citta del Vaticano 1944) 34-52 and 142- 146 |
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, The Syriac Literature in the Arabic Language:
The Translation of the Bible into Arabic, and the Quran

The Syriac literature in the Arabic language constitutes a
large, flourishing library. The vast number of materials of this
library has been the subject of study by both Eastern and Western
scholars. Although the Syriac literature in Arabic flourished after
Islam, it certainly began before. In fact, several sources refer to a
complete or partial translation of the Bible into Arabic language
before Islam. The translation was made from the Syriac and
Hebrew language in Hera (Iraq), Syria and Arab Peninsula.
However, today, with the exception of few quotations, a single
manuscript for the Arabic Bible version has not been found which
would prove decisively demonstrate its existence.

But the fact that Christianity was flourishing in the Arab
Peninsula, iri addition to various Arab tribal kingdoms in Syria and
Iraq, such as the Ghassanids and Lakhmid respectively, and the
existence of many presbyters, monks and bishops among the
Arabs, would have necessitated the circulation of biblical materials
in ‘Arabic.! Furthermore, figures like Waraga ben Nawfal, the
cousin of Khadijeh, the first wife of Muhammad, Umru al-Qays,
Bishop Qays ben Sa'ida and the poet Umayyeh ben Abi al-Silt, call
attention to the possible tradition of Arabic bible translation.
Concerning Waraga ben Nawfal’s role in the translation, the Arab
historians relate that “he used to translate the Bible from the Syriac
and Hebrew language as much as God designated for him.”* And
concerning Umru al-Qays, they said that “Umru became a

I J. Chabot, x:x; T. Noldeke, The Princes of Ghassan From the
House of Gafha (tr. P. Jouse; Beirut: Catholic Press, 1933) 21-26;
J. Triminghat, Christianity Among the Arabs in Pre-Islamic Time
(LQndon: Loagman, 1979) 178-188.

2 Jawad Ali, Al-Mufassal fi Tarikh al-Arab Qabl al-Islam (2™ ed.;
Vol. 6; Beirut: Dar al-"Tim, 1978) 680.
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whose wife waited upon them, when straightway there fell
in front of them a pebble form the roof, and then another
and another. And looking up he said to his handmaiden,
"Go up to roof and see if the sun has set” And having
gone up and tarried for a seasn, she ¢ame down an.d said,
"Yes." His friend then said to him, "D1d you not knuv} that
the sun had set and that dakness reigned ?" And he
answered, saying, "Yes, how could I help knowing it? But
unless I had made the girl go up with:some such e¢xcuse as
this to those who wanted her, they would never have écased
calling her and m&king signs to her to go up. Have you

understood?' He said to him, "Yes, I understand.”

-

The Beuty of God’s Creation,
by the holy Hippolyt, the martyr

All God’s creation is wonderful and very beautiful. It
is all beautiful, indeed, beautiful and very beautiful. I mean
the creation of God our Savior which the eye sees, which
the soul considers, which the reasoninterprets, which the
hand turns over, which providence controls, which humanity
holds. For what is more beautiful .than the disk of the
heaven? What species is more beflowered than this earthly
region? What course is more accurate (faster) than that of
the heavenly chariot? What balance more poised than that
of this element the moon? ..
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MAR EPHREM'S DREAM ON THE VINE

While T was a small child,
recli:ning on my mother’s lap.
1 WQS watching as in a dream,
what would occur in truth.

A vine sprouted on my tongue,
it grew up and reached the heaven.
And yields unlimited fruits,

and countless leaves.

It bl_é'anchec‘L. opend (sprouted) and yielded,

and jlaid down, rouled and treached out.

All the creatures drew near to it,

all gleaned from it, but its fruits did not descreased.

The more they gathered from it,
the more its clusters increased.
These clusters were the Memre,
and 'these leaves werg the hymns.

God is the giver,
praise God for his grace.
Because he granted me according to God’s will,

from God's treasure.
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wroth, he said to me, 'Go then utterlg'y to perditior;, for you

have no longer any need of me."

3 Another actor use to say, "With one small test I can
defeat the on¢ who says, "everthing\,f' both of good and of
evil, comes from God, and that ma'h‘ has no power to do
anything of himself." And when he was asked, "How is
this?" He said, "I will lift up my band over a man’s neck,
and I will ask him, *Am I able to smite your neck, or not?"
If he said, *Yes,” here, he would repudiated what he
confessed; but if he said, 'No, I will smite him and show

him that I have the power to do so."

4 Unto another actor who was limping was asked about the
cause [of your lamenessi?" He replied, "Tomorrow, I wish
to go into the wilderness, and it 1s not impossible that a

thorn may run into my foot."

5 Another actor said, "My brother and I are twins, and we
both came forth from the womb at the same time.
However, he has become a merchant, and I am a wandering
- beggar. How then the opinnions of the astronomers be

trusted? This proof alone is quite sufficient to show their
falsehood." '

6 Another actor was eating his supper with his friend,
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[.aughable Stories of Actors and Comedians,
by Bar Hebraeus (d. 1286)

1 To a certain comedian it was said, "When a cock rise up
in the early morning, why does he hold one foot in the air?"
The Comedian replied, "If he would lift up both feet

together he would fall down."

2 Antoher actor said, "When I was young learning the
actor’s art, my master used to tell me, "’Lbok,_ learn well how
you may become used to do the exact opposite of the
words which are spoken to you, that is to say, if people say
to you go, you must come, and when they ask you to come,
you must go.’ Aind in the morning say, *Good evening,’ and
in the evening, '‘Good morning.’

Once, his master entered into the king’s presence and made
him laugh. The King commanded them to write him an
order on the Treasury to give him a thousand pieces of
silver. Now when he took the paper, he came out to me
and gave it to me, saying: ’Collect [the money] for me.” But
I went straightway and soaked the paper in water, and when
I brought it to him, it was torn into shreds; the guards did
not let the master go into the King's presence again in order

t;hat he might give him another order. Then, being greatly
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Habib demonstrated his faithfulness, readiness and a strong
will before God. For this reason, God continued to manifest God’s
glory through Habib. Habib always visited both those who agreed and
disagreed with him. He proved his words with his actions. In all his
interactions with people, he dealt forgivingly, preparing the poor of all
kinds for salvation. Habib retained his zeal, humbleness and
obedience from his youth to his old age. Because of his distinguished
character, widows, orphans, sick and poor sought his help, and he
always accompanied them and supported them. In this conduct, and
by the power of God, Habib empowered the oppressed and weak, “the
sons of God.” Habib crisscrossed (all the places in) Syria, thus his
fame spread even to Persia which bordered his town. While he was
at his town, the Persians brought him their sick and possessed by
demons. Habib indiscriminately ministered to and healed all,
admonishing them to sin no more, and to hear the good news of
Christ.

After running down the path of heroism, acts of power and
miracles, signs of mighty deeds, and deliverance of the oppressed,
orphans, poor, widows, Habib marvelously departed to his mansion
where he rested in peace. Habib, in his turn, fittingly committed his
monastery to his disciple Z ura. Committing himself also to the legacy
oflabor and care for the distressed people, Z ura invested his “talents”
so much so as to amass double profits. And so the great clder Habib
began and ended his life heroically in all his daily actions. Thus, he
ended his course and achieved the crown, teaching us to imitate his
example and follow in his footsteps.
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Stories About the Conduct of the Early Syrlac Women
and Men “

Preface

| As we trust the words of our Savior, our Lord Jesus Christ,
who in his good news to his saints said: "Let your light shine before
people, s0 that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father
in heaven" (Mt. 5:16). We see it beneficial to write the stories
concerning the distinguished conduct of our fathers, who loved Christ
and became loved by Christ. |

The writing of memories of these celebrated saints generates

multiple benefits. First, the memory of their deeds may give the
readers anolher reason to praise the Lord for the marvelous conduct
of the saints. Second, as the light of their deeds shines upon the
people which are entangled by the vanities of this world and its
misleading darkness, the people may become enlightened and
motivated to imitate the saints and adopt their life-style. Thus, the
people may attain the crown of the saints and hear the salvific words:
"Come enter, you, the blessed of my Father" (Mt. 25:34).

| The accounts of the conduct of the early Syriac holy men and
women are taken and appropriated from the writings of Mar Yuhanna
Amed (6th century). And we will present them chronologically. In
such an order, the: holy Habib comes first.

The Conduct of the Great, Divine, Elder Habib

This holy elder was from Sufania (in Mesopotamia). He
became a disciple to a great man, miracle-worker, from FITIR, whose
name was BarBeel. Habib, being ten years old, joined BarBeel and
dwelled with him. BarBeel trained him in spiritual manners, and
nurtured the gifts he possessed from his tender age.

When the elder reached his nineteenth year, he departed to his
mansion in heaven. BarBeel left the monastery to Habib’s charge,
after he had lived with him over ten years. Thus, when BarBeel
noticed Habib’s conduct, his obedience and humbleness, he made him
heir of the irheritance of this blessing, and left him to succeed him.
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The Vine:

A Christian Message of Cultural Renewal and Responsibility

The quality of writings and publications is considered one of
the most significant cultural measures of a people and nation because
it signals the quality of a people’s education; therefore, it refers to the
quality of the people and its preparedness for the future.

We, the Syriac people, although not content ourselves with the
level of our education in the face of such measurement, the depth of
our history is so great that it can stimulate us; in fact, we are
- represented by a long line of masters who have contributed greatly in
a variety of fields. These are our ancestors and example. Are our
ancestors not the first people to write on clay and tc invent the
alphabet? Are we not the sons of those who marked the beginning of
literate civilization? Are our Syriac people not those pi oneers who
adopted Christ’s message and disseminated it among the nations? Did
the Kingdom of Edessa, as the first Christian kingdom, not precede
the kingdom of Constantine?

Now, being the children of that great people, we become
obliged to continue in the same legacy. And although we know our
limits, it would be always “better to light a candle than curse darkness
many times.” Above all, depending on God’s covenant, we know that
God Is With Us according to God’s promise through Christ that
through Him we would be able to conquer even the gates of hill.

We have chosen “The Vine” as the title and message for our
magazine. “The Vine” reminds us of the parable of “the Vine” in the
Gospel. All the believers in Christ; with all their diverse
denominations and cultures, are the branches of Christ, tae Vine. To
all those branches we address our message, and in particular to those
who speak and pray in the language Jesus spoke and preyed.

Editorial Board
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